
 

Volunteers 

Volunteers and volunteerism are 

central to our mission as we strive to 

make Michigan a more beautiful place 

to live and to educate Michigan 

residents about the many benefits of 

gardening, including the opportunity 

to grow nutritious, healthy food. 

 

Where can I find out more? 

MMGA has a wonderful website, full of 

information for individual Master 

Gardeners and chapter organizations. 

Check out the calendar and see what is 

happening, find links to chapter 

websites or get a lead on a great 

speaker for your next event.  
 

MMGA also has an active Facebook 

page with loads of information on the 

latest science-based research to 

expand your knowledge base. 
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Welcome to the MMGA, Inc. Newsletter 
 

Welcome! Thank you for taking the time to read our quarterly 

newsletter.  The Michigan Master Gardener Association is a non-

profit corporation with an all-volunteer board. We invite you to be-

come involved as a volunteer and a member. Membership is open 

to every Master Gardener volunteer in good standing, which in-

cludes recertified Master Gardeners and volunteers in training. The 

cost is just $5.00! It’s less than the cost of going to a movie or out to 

lunch. Yet that $5.00 individual membership fee helps pay for the 

critical liability insurance coverage that none of us can afford to be 

without. Your commitment to our association will help keep this 

insurance affordable for everyone.  

 

Visit www.michiganmastergardener.org to join. 

http://www.michiganmastergardener.org
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganMG
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org


A Letter From the New MMGA President 

It’s a pleasure to write to you as the new president of the 

Michigan Master Gardener Association. I’m proud to be 

associated with a group that is focused on helping maintain the 

goals and objectives of the Michigan Master Gardener program, 

which was launched in 1978.  

 

The MMGA was founded in 2012 to help fill a gap created when, 

in 2011, significant federal, state and local budget cuts threatened 

the entire Master Gardener program. Those budget cuts resulted 

in the cutting of 70 Michigan State University Extension 

educators, which had a very negative impact on the Master 

Gardener program.  

 

Since then MMGA has taken over the all-important role of providing liability insurance to Master Gardeners 

and continue to work to enhance the benefits offered to you – our members – as well as help local chapters 

become 501(c)3 organizations.  

 

We continue to work with MSU to make the entire Master Gardener experience a fulfilling one. MSU 

provides the educational portion of the program and has standardized the curriculum. MMGA provides the 

liability insurance and has spent many hours developing a strong foundation for the program including 

prototype bylaws and standard operating procedures that our affiliate chapters can use.  

 

Our goal is to work as a liaison with MSUE for the benefit of all our members. In additional to the liability 

insurance that is so crucial to your peace of mind while volunteering, we strive to provide you with 

information on Master Gardener events throughout the state and advocacy for your concerns to MSU. In 

addition, we have assigned a MMGA liaison to each affiliate chapter and on October 19 our board spent the 

day in Clare working to develop a strategic plan for the future.  

 

The MMGA board looks forward to working closely with all our members and MSUE to continue to provide a 

strong Master Gardener program and focus on the goal of educating and beautifying this lovely state.  

 

Sue Aagaard  

MMGA President  

MMGA President Sue Aagaard 



Spotlight: 

On Top with an All-Native Plant Green Roof 
 

Ten species of native plants now make up the first green roof of only native plants in Michigan.  The project 

tops (literally) a new storage shed used by Master Gardener volunteers from the Master Gardener 

Association of Northwest Michigan and the Boardman River Nature Center on the Grand Traverse Soil 

Conservation District’s property in Traverse City. 

 

The roof was completed during a special education event at the Boardman River location on Cass Road, 

Traverse City on Sunday, October 18.   It’s a project that was almost a year in making, beginning when 

Nathan Griswold of Inhabitect presented a program on green roofs to the association’s October 2014 

meeting.   His presentation struck home with Communications Chairperson Whitney Miller.  “It hit me that 

that was exactly what we needed.”   Miller explains that there was a need for an additional tool shed at the 

conservation district.  She envisioned a new 

building that would also host a green roof and 

provide teachable opportunities as the project 

developed. 

 

To learn more about the green roof project and to 

see a list of some of the plants used, click here. 

The Montcalm Area Master Gardener Association held 

their annual Seeds of Knowledge event on October 10th in Carson 

City, Michigan. This event is designed to provide horticultural 

information to community members. The event this year had a 

twist: the chapter included a tea with guest speakers from MSU. 

Logan Rowe, Gabriela Quinlan and Lauren Agnew from Dr. Rufus 

Isaacs’ Lab (MSU) were the guest presenters. The presentation was 

all about pollinators. It was a lovely afternoon for all in attendance 

and plans are already in progress for next year! 

Spotlight: 

Montcalm Area Master Gardener Association 

http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/newsletter-spotlight-fall-2015
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/spotlight-form


Help the MMGA Get to the Next Level! 
 
With an all-volunteer board, for three years the Michigan Master Gardener Association has focused on 
becoming a 501(c)(3) organization, developing bylaws, obtaining IRS recognition as an affiliate organization, 
obtaining liability insurance, developing Standard Operating Procedures and creating communications 
including a website, Facebook page, and quarterly newsletter. 
 

With those initial goals accomplished, board members recognize there is still much more to do. To help us 
formulate the next steps and prioritize the needs of the organization we spent October 19 in an all-day 
strategic visioning session, which was led by Bonnie Wichtner- Zoia, an MSU Extension Educator in 
Leadership, Community Engagement, and Tourism. 
 

Our focus was to: 
 Identify areas of need 
 Seek out volunteers to work on each area and find a leader for each group that will focus on an 

area of need. 
 Identify tasks we already do and starting places for new tasks. 

 

Prior to the meeting, each board member completed a questionnaire to help guide the session and make it as 
productive as possible. The day began with a review of the results of the board member survey. What 
followed was an exchange of suggestions and ideas that drew lots of excitement and lots of sharing of hopes, 
dreams, and expectations for the future of the organization. 
 

By day’s end we had targeted five areas for enhancement:  
 Communications 
 Outreach 
 Process 
 Benefits 
 Member engagement 

 

Teams were formed to pursue each of these areas and one of our key goals now is to involve more of our 
membership. 
 

We are looking for volunteer Master Gardeners to join in on these five committees or on our membership or 
finance committees and share ideas and give input. To apply for committee membership please email 
michiganmastergardenerassn@gmail.com for an application. 
 

  From left to right, front row: Jan Rise, Ike  

  Pangle, Ruth Steele-Walker 

  Second row: Colleen Petersen, Elizabeth   

  Lindsley, Sue Aagaard     

  Third row : Diana Zeimen, Cathy Myers 

  Missing: Belinda Laughlin 

mailto:michiganmastergardenerassn@gmail.com


Affiliate Chapters 

Alcona Master Gardener Association 

Alpine Master Gardener Association 

Capital Area Master Gardeners 

Delta County Master Gardener Association 

Master Gardener Association of Genesee County 

Jackson County Master Gardener Association 

Kalamazoo County Master Gardening Association 

Livingston County Master Gardener Association 

Macomb County Master Gardener Association 

Monroe County Master Gardener Association 

Montcalm Area Master Gardener Association 

Northern Gateway Master Gardener Association 

Northern Michigan Master Gardener Association 

Master Gardeners of St. Clair County 

Sanilac County Chapter of the MMGA 

Master Gardeners of St. Joseph County 

Sunrise Side Master Gardener Association 

Washtenaw Master Gardeners 

MMGA Executives 2015-2016 

Sue Aagaard, President 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Lindsley, Secretary 

Cathy Myers, Vice President 

Colleen Petersen, Treasurer 

 

MMGA Board of Directors 

Belinda Laughlin, Director 

Ike Pangle, Director 

Jan Rise, Director 

Ruth Steele-Walker, Director 

Diana Zeiman, Director 

 

Finance Committee,  Communication Committee & Membership Committee     

 

 Mary Wilson, Advisor      

    

Facebook page: Michigan Master Gardener Association, Inc. 

Email: michiganmastergardenerassn@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.michiganmastergardener.org 

MMGA, Inc.  

ISSUE 03 Volume 01  

Newsletter brought to you 

by the Communication 

Committee 

http://www.otsego.org/amg/
https://mgacac.wordpress.com/
http://gc-mga.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jackson-County-Master-Gardener-Association/249456198562904
https://www.facebook.com/KazooMasterGardeners
https://www.facebook.com/MacombCountyMGA
http://monroecountymga.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Montcalm-Area-Master-Gardeners-Association/408932952519962
http://www.mgoscc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Master-Gardeners-of-St-Joseph-County/463110070471527
http://www.ssmga.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganMG
mailto:michiganmastergardenerassn@gmail.com
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org

